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Presenting a recycling measurement tool that:

Ensures tair eomperisens of recycling
rates among states or municipalities.

Produces vseful information
Jor planning and decision-making.

Provides acevrate, vp-to-date
numbers for market development.

Allows for easy datea collection
[from the private sector.

Saves you iim%;%nd eﬁﬁ@w?’ﬁ*s
g'@% . :

starting ouf, ,y_ou,,vw I

thankful that there’s o

resource out there to help

you, and you will be able .-

to learn some’rhmg from it..

iR Eugles, Recycling Survey
Coordinater, Washingten
State bepéﬁmenﬁ of Ecolegy

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
developed a voluntary, standard methodology for mea-
suring recycling rates. At present, few state and local
governments define recycling in the same way, use the
same approach for measuring recycling rates, or include
the same materials in their rates. Many find it difficult
to obtain complete information from data sources to
calculate reliable rates. As a result, the benefits of mea-
suring recycling are often not fully realized. Utilizing
this methodology can help you accurately evaluate the
success of your program and ensure that your fiscal,
administrative, and planning decisions are sound.

It addresses the key issues encountered by those who
undertake recycling measurement. It is flexible and
completely voluntary.

The methodology consists of six core (required) ele-
ments and a number of recommended (flexible) elements.

For example, state

and local govern-
ments that decide
to use the method-
ology must use a
standard recycling
rate equation, a
standard scope of
municipal solid
waste (MSW), and
a standard defini-
tion of recycling.
In addition, EPA
recommends that
users adopt option-
al survey forms for

There’s no question that a
standard form would help
us with our reporting

- requirements. The majority

of the municipalities that
we deal with use different
formats and have different
reporting methods. Stan-
dardizing these would def-
initely make our lives easier.
—fike Poland, President

of Eiwircnmenial

Recysling, incorporuted

{paper processor)

obtammg information from various data sources, as
Weﬂ as worksheets for compiling data




We see the methodology as
essential. We have been
" pleased with every aspect—it
has worked very well for us.
1 weGeopl Hursh, Chief of

Recycling cmed Meaa'keﬁs, M,j% o

U "“'.‘EPA explarns the methodology in detaﬂ in. s gurdanCe L
o “dociiment, Medsiring Recyclzng A Guide for State and
B Local Governmenss. In-addition 0 detailed mformatmn 3
L b the ¢ore- and ﬂe)ﬂble elements, thé document: pro— L
o .vrdes real lrfe” ‘examples, planmng checkhsts, helpful
L hrnts and ‘tips, a recommended timeling for developrng S
i measurément; progtarn, a glossary of more than 100, '
.standard terms, standard volume-to-werght conversron .

: ‘factors, and other useful tools
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- For: states or localmes that already measure recyclrng, EPA -

“also. provrdes an abbreviated form of the methodology,

‘ v,-i-known as “the translator, for those that want to contrn—

B ue using their existing : methods. This approach allows

. states and localities to' recalculate their ratés according. - - -
 to'the EPA method. A simple worksheet included in the

£ gurdance document Walks ‘states through these steps

For .o;m_-
Information

See our Web site at http://www.epa.gov/recycle.measure -

Please send me
Guide for State and Local Governments (Document
Number EPA530-R-97-011).

copies of Measuring Recycling: A

Name/Title

Address

City/State/Zip

Phon:e
Or call the EPA RCRA Hotline at 800 424-9346 or
TDD 800 553-7672. In the Washington, DC, area, call
703 4:12—9810 or '];'DD 703 412-3323.




U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
RCRA Information Center (5305W)
401 M Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20460
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